Familial scrapie cases with shortened incubation periods.
Two familial scrapie cases successively occurred in 29-month-old and 30-month-old Corriedale dams and in three of their offspring as early as 10-19 months of age in a small flock. They showed ataxy but no pruritus. Histopathological and immunochemical examinations of those sheep revealed vacuolation of nerve cells in brain tissue and presence of PrPsc, a component of scrapie-associated fibrils, in brain, spleen and lymph node tissues. We discuss about shortened incubation periods and lacking pruritus in the present scrapie cases.